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Puklic Employees for Enviranmental Besponsibifity
2000 P Street, HW » Suite 248 = Washington, D.C. 20036 « 2&2»265»?’553{‘?33?) * fay: 202-265-4197

g-mafl; Into@peer. ory « wabsHe: WWW.peer.00y

National Freedom of Information Officer
U.S. Environmental Protestion Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (28221
Washington, DC 20460

Email: hafoia@epa.oov

Sent by email and postal mail
August 14, 2015
RE: FOIA REQUEST

Dear FOIA Officer

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, SU.S.C. 552, as amended, Public Employees for
Envirommental Responsibility { PEER) requesty information concerning EPA’s recent changes to
its website materials concerning polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in schools and other
buildings, including “Practical Actions for Reducing Exposure to PCBs in Schools and Other
Buildings,” dated JTuly 28,2015, “PCBs in Building Materials, Questions and Answers,” dated
July 28, 2015; and “Exposure Levels for Evaluating PCBs in Indoor Ajr” {(undated), Specifically,
we request the following;

1. Anyand all documents, communications (including emails and notes of aral
conversations) and scientific data or studies which pertain to, discuss, support or underlie

the changes in the “Exposure Levels for Evaluating PCBs in Indoor Air” as compared
with the previous “Recommended Public Health Levels for PCBs in Indoor School Ajr.”

2. Any and all documents, communications {including emails and notes of oral
conversations) and scientific data or studies which pertain to, discuss, support or underlic
the “Recommended Public Health Levels for PCBs in Indoor School Alr” which EPA
previously posted on its website.

Any and all documents, communications {including emails and notes of oral
conversations) and sclentific data or studies which pertain to, discuss, support or underlic
the changes in the “PCBs in Building Materials, Questions and Answers,” dated July 28,
2013, as compared with the document “PCBs in Caulk ~ Q&A™ previously posted on
EPA’s website, : o

Lad

4. Any and all documents, communications (including emails and notes of oral
conversations) and sclentific data or studies which pertain to, discuss, support or underlie

Field Oftives: Datiturniz o Florida » New England = New Jereay » Refuge Keaper « Racky Mountain « Tennesses
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cracking, or deteriorating or if PCB air levels exceed EPA suggested levels, or
whether that recommendation has been superseded or madified, and if so, how
and why.

8 Any and all documents and communications pertaining to whether the following
staternents in the document “How to Test far PCBs and Characterize Suspect Materials®
reflect current FPA policy, guidance, scientific conclusions or advice to the public, and if
not, why not and in what manner EPA policy, guidance, scientific conclusions or advice
to the public have changed from that reflected in the following quotation:

Building Characterization and Sampling Plan

A sampling plan should be developed to characterize the caulk and other potential
building materials that might either contain PCBs or be confaminated through
contact with PCB-containing caulk such as wood, masonry, or brick, The
sampling plan should consider the following steps:

L. Test indoor air to determine if PCBs are present in building indoor air. if your
building is a schoo! you can compare the test results to the Exposure Levels for
Evaluating PCBs in Indoor School Air,

IF PCBs in indoor school air are above the exposure levels determine the extent of
the problem by:

2, Testing suspect building material to determine PCB sources. Building material

that is removed and contains 50 pptn PCBs or greater is regulated for disposal

(see Abatement Step 33

Evaluate building material sample results and determine if surrounding materials

warrant testing.

4. Qutline areas requiring corrective action and prioritize contaminated building
materials for removal based on their PCB-concentration levels, potential
accessibility, and building oceupancy (see Abatement Step 1 for more details),

Lid

Ina January 21, 2009 memo, President Barack Obama declared the following policy for the
Executive Branch:

“The Freedom of Information Act should be administered with a clear presumption: In
the face of doubt, openness prevails. The Goverament should not keep information
confidential merely beeause public officials might be embarrassed by disclosure, because
errars and failures might be revealed, or because of speculative or abgtract fears.
Nondisclosure should never be based on an effort 1o protect the personal interests of
Government officials at the expense of those they are supposed 1o serve... All agencies
should adopt a presumption in favor of disclosure, in order to renew their commitment to
the prineiples embodied in FOIA, and to usher in a new era of open Government., The
presumption of disclosure should be applied to all decisions involving FOIA®

3
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Through these methods, PEER generates an average of 1.5 mainstream news articles per day,
Moreover, PEER has repeatedly demonstrated the ability to generate nationwide news coverage
concerning activities occurring within the FPA.

4. Disclosure would not serve a commercial interest of the requestor.

Disclosure is in no way connected with any commercial interest of the requestors in that PEER is
a nonprofit, nonpartisan public interest organization concerned with upholding the public trust
through responsible management of our nation’s resources and with supporting professional
integrity within public Jand management and pollution control agencies. To that end, PEER is
designated as a tax-exempt organization under section 501 {c) (3) of the Internal Revenue code.

i you have any questions about this FOIA request, please contact me at (202) 265-7337.  look
forward 1o receiving the agency’s final response within 20 working days,

Cordially,

/ ):t} {ﬂ.\“ ) ; 1
Voikn Bovaiole
Al g2 RV BN o
3

Paula Dinerstein
Sentor Counsel
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Publis Employees for Envirnamental Hesponsibility

2000 P Sireet, W » Sujle 240 < Washington, D.£. 20035 « 202-265-PEER{7337) » fax: 202-265-4182
e-mail: infp@peer.org » wabsite: WWRW. DU, Ofg .

National Freedom of Information Officer
U.8. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (28221
Washington,; DC 20460

Email: hg.fola@epa.gov

Sent by email and postal mail

August 14, 2015
RE: FOIA REQUEST

Dear FOLA Officer

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as amended, Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility (PEER) requests information concerning EPA’s involvement with
matters concerning suspected or actual toxic contamination with polychiorinated bighenyls
{PCBs) in schools in the United States, Specifically, we request the following:

1. Any and all documentation of consent orders, agresments, or voluntary actions A
concerning the identification of, testing for, and/or remediation of PCB-containing
materials at schools in the United States.

I

Any and all documents or communications, including but not Himited to emails and notes
of oral communications, reflecting or relating to the reporting of the presence of PCBs in
schools to the U8, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or any of its Regional
offices.

3. All correspondence, including emails and notes of oral communications, between officers
or employees of EPA and representatives of school districts or school administrations,
concerning the matters in the first two requests.

Ina Januvary 21, 2009 memo, President Barack Obama declared the following policy for the
Executive Branch;

“The Freedom of Information Act should be administered with a clear presumption: In
the face of doubt, openness prevails. The Government should not keep information
confidential merely because public officials might be embarrassed by disclosure, because
errors and fatlures might be revealed, or because of speculative or abstract fears,
Nondisclosure should never be based on an effort to protect the personal interests of

Field Oftices: California » Floride « New England « Now Jersey » Refuge Keeper » Rocky Mountain » Tennesses
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Through these methods, PEER generates an average of 1.5 mainstream news articles per day.
Moreover, PEER has repeatedly demonstrated the ability to generate nationwide news coverage
conceming activities occurring within the EPA,

4. Disclosure wonld not serve a commercial interest of the requestor.

Disclosure is in no way connected with any commercial interest of the requestors in that PEER is
a nonprofit, nonpartisan public interest organization concerned with upholding the public trust
through responsible management of our nation's resources and with supporting professional
mtegrity within public land management and pollution control agencies. To that end, PEER ig
designaied as a tax-exempt orgenization under section 501 {c) {3} of the Internal Revenue code.

H you have any questions about this FOIA request, please contact me at (2023 265-7337. 1 look
forward to receiving the agency’s final response within 20 working days.

Cordially,
R 7
%’f(f/i é/ E © 1

; !
[ AL R e LA R A I S a——

Paula Dinerstein
Senior Counsel
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